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Ray Johnson and Jerry Evans battling in the Sportsman Feature during the April 30th race.
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Top Left: Racers on the
driver’s stand in action;
Middle: Trucks round the
corner of the track;
Bottom: Eddie McCray’'s # 9
takes his truck for a few
hot laps.

It was a typical spring day here in
Alabama. The sun was out, it was
hot and you needed sunscreen and
a lot of it. Turnout was a little low,
but under the circumstances it was
understandable. This race had 2
Limited Sportsman, 5 Sportsman
and 7 Super Truck entries. Most of
the usual suspects were on hand,
and Mr, Raymond Johnson made
the trip from Georgia to come run
on the new surface.

Every week the track keeps getting
faster and faster; this weekend was
expected to be no different and
that would prove to be the case.
With the temperatures close to 90,
the track would be hot and setup
would be key (well, it is every
weekend here at LPR.) This is a
fast and hardworking crowd, if you
show up here you had better bring
your A-game.

After a full morning of practice, and
the 2 o’clock start time

Limited
Sportsman
battling head
to head!
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approaching, the drivers meeting
was called and the days program
was laid out for the racers in
attendance. At the end of the
drivers meeting a touching prayer
was offered by our own Jerry
Evans in remembrance of all of
those who have suffered loss in the
terrible storms that raged through
the area earlier in the week.

Up first was the single car
qualifying round for all three
classes. At the end of the single
car qualifying it was Steve
Jefferson in Limited, Scott Harper
in Sportsman and JR Hartley in
Super Trucks earning the top spots
for the start of the racing. The first
and second qualifiers in Sportsman
were separated by only .014
seconds and the Super Trucks by
only .033 seconds. Is that close
enough for you? It was shaping up
to be a very close day of racing.
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With the track temperatures
making it up to 130 degrees, lap
times were going to be quick. The
qualifiers were, as always, jam
packed with some good racing.
With only two of our Limited racers
able to make the day, they got in
some great track time and it would
pay off in the main. All of the
Sportsman cars ran together in the
heat races and | think got everyone
used to how each other was
running in getting ready for the
main. The Super Trucks were split
up into two heats with great racing
all around.

Remember what | said about lap
times dropping every week? Well
this week was no different. In the
first heat of Sportsman lap times
dropped down to 6.0’s. Jerry
Evans turned a fast lap of 6.099
and Scott Harper turned in a 6.094
with Raymond Johnson and the
rest of the crew hot on their heels.

The Limited guys were laying down
some good laps of their own and
getting what they needed: valuable
track time and practice under race
conditions. These guys will be
very fast very soon. Steve
Jefferson turned in a fast time of
6.564 and James Adamson
clocked a 6.614. They are doing
great and it is so cool to see them
getting faster and faster every
week.

The Super Trucks lived up to the
name and really provided some

unveiled, and let me tell you
something -- this thing is a work of
art. It is sleek, very detailed and it
LOOKS like a truck. Some final
tweaking is being done to the mold
and a few more prototypes will be
pulled and then off to QSAC for
approval. This truck body was
made to meet all of the QSAC
specifications so this should be
only a formality. On to the truck
racing. In the first round James
Warbington turned in a fast lap
time of 5.89 seconds shattering
that 6 second barrier. Well the
other drivers were not going to be
outdone so in the second qualifier
JR managed a 5.98 second lap,
with Allen Johnson and Gary
Warbington clicking off 6.1’s.

After the dust had settled in the
two rounds of qualifiers, and a day
of wrenching by all the racers, the
mains were set and a final round of
practice was underway. Once
again everyone was searching for
the main setup. The Sportsman
guys - Raymond Johnson changed
bodies, Scott Harper changed the
right front tire and Jerry Evans did
nothing. In the Trucks they were
preparing to run with all seven on
the track, so | think some were
playing it conservative and some
would have wished they tightened
them up just a tad more.

Off to the mains. In Limited
Sportsman | have to say was one
of the best races of the day. Those
two guys battled it out right down

good racing. In this class there was to the end, fought hard and clean

a new twist. A new truck body was

the whole race and even learned a
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physics lesson. You know, the one
about two objects occupying the
same space at the same time, of
course that lesson was relearned in
every main. At the end of the race
it was James Adamson in his Pro1
edging out Steve Jefferson and his
Lightning by only 1.26 seconds.
Great racing guys! | hear that there
will be a new Limited racer joining
the race next time. All | can say is
-- listen for the howl.

Next up, Sportsman. This was
shaping up to be a very good race.
Only five cars in this class this
weekend but five very close cars
and nobody was going to go out
without a fight. During the warm up
laps, someone slung a belt and the
red flag was thrown for the repair
to be made. Then just as they were
rolling off Scott Harper realized he
had a bad belt; grace was called
and the repair was made. During
that time Raymond Johnson took
the opportunity to adjust his belt
tension too. Now, with everyone
ready, a few more warm ups laps
and then line ‘em up and drop the
flag. It was a two-way battle early
between Jerry Evans and
Raymond Johnson, as they
swapped the lead back and forth a
few times. Scott Harper was out
with what would later be found to
be a bad left rear tire. Cliff Scales
had dropped out early with trouble,
reducing the field to only three
cars.
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In the end it was Jerry Evans and his TNT in victory lane
by 2.9 seconds, with Raymond Johnson’s Lightning in
second and Mike Clark, driving his new TNT for the first
weekend, in third. Jerry Evans also managed to turn his
fastest lap of the day in the main, with a fast lap of 6.056
seconds. | told you that the track was coming around.

The Truck battle happened just as the sun was
setting, and that track was changing and changing fast.
All of the drivers and crew were hoping they made the
right decisions. It was evident from the start that there
were some very fast trucks and some loose ones, too. At
the drop of the flag it was J.R. to the point with everyone
hot on his heels. To be honest I can’t remember who
passed whom for what because there was so much of it.
Check out the pictures to get a glimpse of the racing. With
a computer break at the 75 lap mark, the drivers came in
for fuel while the technical difficulties were rectified, then
off they go again to battle it out for the win. With passing
on every lap in every turn it was still anyone’s race, then
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Next Race at Lagoon Park RC
Raceway: May 21, 2011

Left: Trucks on Pit Road

Below: Scott Harper # 6 and Mike
Clark # 75 in the Sportsman Class

with 10 to go, you guessed it: CAUTION. This bunched
up the field for what was certain to be a photo finish. The
green drops with J.R. Hartley out front and Allen Johnson
in second. Allen Johnson loops it off of turn two and
gives J.R. Hartley the breathing room he wants to bring
home the checkered flag. In the end it was J.R. Hartley
and his TNT, running this particular chassis for the very
first time, in victory lane followed by David Popham and
his WCM in second only .403 seconds behind, with Allen
Johnson and his Gram Cracker rounding out the top three.

The Club Point Series is really heating up and is way too
close to call. In Limited all four drivers are only
separated by 10 points. It is Nick Walsh, James
Adamson, Steve Jefferson and Mike Fancher,
respectively.
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In Sportsman the points are very Thanks guys, you sure do make it
close as well. After two drops being look easy.

taken the top spot is held by Jerry

Evans followed by Wayne Rogers, Until next time — Keep it Rubber Side
Gary Walsh, Raymond Johnson and Down and the Throttle Wide Open.
Scott Harper rounding out the top

five. The separation is only 10 ! ! ! ! !
points from first through sixth and ! Written by: Scott Harper
only 15 points down to eighth. This

is a long season and still anyones to

claim.

The Super Trucks are no different. It
is J.R. Hartley out front, with David
Popham in second, and James
Warbington rounding out the top
three. Here again it is a tight series.
Only five points are separating the
top four drivers and fifteen points
separating the top 6. Only 25 points
separates the entire field. So, the
Bazzell’s Truck and Camper Super
Truck Championship should go right
down to the wire.

For your free online
subscription:

Once again it was my pleasure to be
a part of this group at LPR and race
with some real class acts and true
sportsmen. Also, we could not be
doing this without the guys in the
booth: Mike Clark, Allen Johnson,
James Adamson, and | believe David
Popham worked in there, too.

Gary Warbington and David
Popham racing hard in the

Bazzell’s Truck and Camper
Truck Class.
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FEATURE WINNERS
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Winners from April 30,
2011

Above: Jerry Evans winner
Sportsman Class

Middle: James Adamson
winner Limited Sportsman
Class

Below: J.R. Hartley winner
Bazzell’s Truck and Camper
Pro Truck Class
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FEATURED DRIVER

# 00 Marlin Wade

For a schedule for 2011, please
visit our website at
www.lagoonparkrcraceway.com

Name: Marlin Wade

Hometown: Prattville, Alabama
Birthday: June 11, 1947
Chassis: Pro 1

Body: Monte Carlo

Car Number: 00

Favorite Racer: David Reutimann
Favorite Restaurant: Ruth’s Chris
Steakhouse

If you could have dinner with
three people (living or dead),
who would they be?: my wife,

Bobby Allison
and Anne Margaret

Sponsors or people you would
like to thank: Bob Claussen and
Allen Johnson

For your free online
subscription: send an

email to

Editor: Selena Hartley
Writer: Scott Harper
Photography: Selena Hartley
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